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5       ESSEX PLOUGHBOYS
Sir Anthony Fitzherhert was bom in 1470, knighted 1516 and raised
to the Bench in 1523; he died in 1538. His Book of Husbandry (ed.
W. W. Skeat, 1882) is of great value; but with him, as with almost all old
writers, we must make considerable allowance for the tendency to de-
preciate the present in comparison with the past: e.g. his remarks on
costume in Section IX., no. 8 (c\ below.
In Essex they use to have a chylde, to go in the forowe1
before the horses or oxen, with a bagge or hopper full of
corne; and he taketh his hande full of corne, and by lyttel
and lytel casteth it in the sayd forowe. Me semeth, that
chylde oughte to have moche dyscretion.
6       THE MILLER'S TRICKS
The Coventry Lett Book, E.E.T.S., Part II. p. 397; ordinances for the
Town Millers.
Nother that he water nother chaung[e] no manners corne,
to geve hym the wers for the better; nother he schall have no
hogges, Gees ne duckys at hys Mille, nor no maner of Pultre,
but iij hennes and on[e] Cokke; and if he do the contrary to
any of [these] his fyne is at every tyme xl d.; and if he will not
be war by iij warnynges, the iijdc tyme he to be juged to the
Pillory.
7        DECAY OF YEOMANRY
Latimer, First Sermon before King Edward [ VL\
Furthermore, if the kinges honour (as some men say)
standeth in the great multitude of people, then these
grasiers, inclosers and rentrearers, are hinderers of the kinges
honor. For where as have bene a great many of housholders
and inhabitauntes, there Is now but a shepeheard and his
dogge, so they hynder the kynges honour most of all. My
Lordes and maysters, I say also, that all such proceedinges
which are agaynst the kynges honour (as I have a parte de-
clared before) and as far as I can perceive, doe intend plainly,
to make the yomanry slavery, and the clergy shavery. For such
- workes are all singular, private wealth and commodity. We
1 furrow.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